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SUBJECT: SINGAPORE'S FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON 
PROPOSED IMS MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

REFS: (A) STATE 011235 
(B) SINGAPORE 0252 

1. SINGAPORE FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM AMPLIFIED AT 

PRESS CONFERENCE ON HIS RETURN FROM KUALA LUMPUR PRIME MINISTER 
LEE'S REPORTED STATEMENT (REFTEL B) ON THE PROPOSED IMS MINI- 
STERIAL LEVEL CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS NAVIGATION, SAFETY, 

AND POLLUTION IN THE STRAITS OF MALACCA. RAJARTNAM'S 
REMARKS, AS REPORTED IN THE JANUARY 18 SINGAPORE 
STRAITS TIMES, ARE SUMMARIED AS FOLLOWS: 

2. SINGAPORE HAD EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ON PREVIOUS 
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RESERVATIONS AT ALL" ABOUT THE "NEW POLICY" ENUCIATED 
AT THE SIN GAPORE-MAL A Y S IA SUMMIT TO DISCUSS, AT THE 
MINISTERIAL LEVEL, NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY AND ASSURED 
GUARANTEES OF COMPENSATION FOR LOSS AND INJURY IN 
CASE OF ACCIDENTS CAUSING POLLUTION AND OTHER DAMAGE. 
HE SAID THE NEW POLICY IS' MORE PRACTICAL, DOW TO 
BRASS TACKS." 

3. ONCE THE IMS FOREIGN MIISTARS HAD LAID DOWN "BROAD 
POLICY GUIDELINES", THEIR OFFICIALS WOULD WORK OUT THE 
DETAILS. 

4. IF USERS OF THE STRAITS HAD SOME GOOD SUGGESTIONS, 

THE IMS GOVERNMENTS MIGHT ACCEPT THEM. IT WAS NOT A 
QUESTION OF THE THREE NATIONS ARBITRARILY LAYING DOWN 
LAWS; THE USERS WOULD BE CONSULTED. THEIR ADVICE WOULD 
BE "USEFUL". 

5. THE IDEA OF THE IMS MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE IS TO 
DEVISE SAFETY AND ANTI-POLLUTION MEASURES IN SUCH A 
WAY THAT THEY WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO ALL, INCLUDING 
THE USERS OF THE STRAITS. " I DO NOT THINK USERS WILL 
OBJECT TO IT. IF THEY DO DAMAGE, THEY MUST COMPENSTATE 
AND BEAR THE COST OF INCREASING SAFETY. THE USERS 
CANNOT EXPECT THE THREE LITTORAL STATES TO BEAR SUCH 
EXPENSES." 

CRONK 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION, STRAITS, FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS, NEGOTIATIONS, WATER POLLUTION CONTROLS, 
PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SINGAP00253 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750020-0024 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 40/aaaabiva. tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 011235 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRPI 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 APR 2003 by RuthemTJ>; APPROVED <25 Nov 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SINGAPORE'S FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON PROPOSED IMS MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
TAGS: PLOS, EWWT, SN, MY, ID, IMCO, (RAJARATNAM, SINNATHAMBY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



